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Mysterious Visions of Impossible Places 
Paintings by Marcia Santore at O’Brien Art Gallery, Roane State Community College 

 
 
Harriman, TN—Have you ever wondered who lives in a house you pass on the highway? Or where a 

staircase leads? Or whether a house in a dream could be real? Painter Marcia Santore explores these 

questions in her series Inexteriors, on view at the O’Brien Art Gallery from October 16 through 

November 30, in the O’Brien Building on the campus of Roane State Community College, 276 Patton 

Lane in Harriman. There will be an opening reception for the public on Thursday, November 2 at 2:00 – 

5:00 P.M. 

 “As someone who has moved many times, both as a child and as an adult, houses have multiple 

meanings for me,” Santore said. “They are places full of mystery and possibility, suggestive of many 

potential futures or outcomes.” 

 The series has developed over a number of years and has been inspired by visions of windows 

through doorways through windows, the patterns of light in interior spaces created by seen or unseen 

openings, indeterminate interior and exterior spaces, unknown houses seen from within and without, 

mysterious stairways and hallways and hidden rooms, figures that inhabit (haunt?) those spaces, roads 

leading to, from, and past these places, and the potential for these spaces to tell or conceal multiple, 

unfolding stories. Some of these paintings are in oil and others in acrylic. Some include collaged 

elements such as recycled paper.  

 Marcia Santore was raised in Connecticut, California, and upstate New York before her family 

came to settle in Austin, Texas. She received her BFA degree in studio art from the University of Texas 



at Austin. With her husband, composer Jonathan Santore (a Greeneville, TN, native), she moved to Los 

Angeles and Minneapolis, prior to making their home in Plymouth, N.H. Santore has exhibited her work 

in solo and group exhibitions throughout the United States, and her work can be found in public and 

private collections in the United States and Europe. To learn more about the artist, visit 

www.marciasantore.com. For more information about the O’Brien Art Gallery located at the Roane 

State Community College main campus visit https://www.roanestate.edu/art/gallery/ 
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